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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
l.to20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Cuirently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
plural input means for in ptit ting image data; 

r eco r ding iiieaiis foi tecQidiiig a recording unit adapted to record an image 
on the basis of an image signal input by any of [[said]] plural input mtsans units : 

masking mcana fo r maski n g a masking miit adapted to mask tlie image to be 
recorded by said recording means unit so as to provide a sheet-edge margin : and 

uoiitiol m;ians f o r conl t olling a_i:^nntrrt] imi t adapted to control a masking 
area of said masking m e ans unit, on the basis of by which of said plural input means umts 
the image data [[was]] is input, 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 21, wherein said 
plural input m e ans units include at least least a r eading means for r eading unit adapted to 
read an original image, and and a reception m eans fo r r eceiving unit adapted to receive the 
image data £rom a host computer. 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 22, fmtlic r 
c o mprisi n g masking contr o l means fo r ex p anding wherein said control unit expands an 
image area up to the vicinity of a sheet edge by reducing the masking area of said masking 
m e ans imit when the image is recorded based on the image signal fix»m said reception 
means unit . 
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24, (Currently Anjended) An apparatus according to Claim 23, farther 
comprising niuaiii. foi permitting a permitting \mit adapted to permit said mas taag control 
m e an s unit to reduce the masking area when the image is recorded based on the image 
signal input from said reception means unit> and itihibitiiig adapted to inhibit said iu<ij>king 
control m e ans unit from reducing the masking area when the image is recorded based on 
the image data read by said reading means unit . 

25. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
r e ading means for reading a readin unit adapted to read an original image; 
recepti o n means foi r ec e iving a reception unit adapted to receive an image 

signal from a host computer; 

r eco r ding m e ans fo r rec o rdin g a recording unit adapted to record an image 
on the basis of the image signal input by said reading m e ans unit or said reception m e ans 
unit : 

masking means f o r masking a masking unit adapted to mask the image to be 
recorded by said recording means unit, so as to provide a sheet-edge margin : and 

control means f o r c o nt r olling a control unit adapted to control a masking 
area amount of said masking means unity on the basis of by which of said reading m e ans 
unit and said reception means unit the image signal [[was]] is input. 



26, (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 25, further 

comprising: 
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masking control meam f or c d ntrolliiig a masking control unit adapted to 
control, in order to expand an image area up lo Ihe vicinity of a sheet edge, said masking 
ni e ans unit to reduce the masking area amount on the basis of reception of a command to 
reduce the masking area ammint of said masking means unit: and 

means fo r pa ' initting a pemiitting unit adapted to pennit the reduction of the 
masking area amount only when the image is recorded based on image data input by said 
reception m e ans unit . 

27- (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 25, wherein said 
masking means unit comprises 

masking sipnal ^cn e^ at^ o n means fo r ge n er atin g a masking signal generation 
unit adapted to generate a masking signal, and 

log i cal calculatio n means for p c r fo iming a logical calculation unit adapted 
to perform logical calculation to the image signal and the masking sigiLal generated by said 
masking signal generation m e ans unit 

28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 25, wherein said 
recording means unit comprises 

a semiconductor laser, 

means f or scann i ng a scanning unit adapted to scan a laser beam generated 
by said semiconductor laser, and 

detection means r f o rdctc&Ling a dctcctioo unit adap ted to detect the laser 
beam scanned by said scanning means unit . 
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29- (Currently Amended) An apparaltis according to Claim 28, wherein said 
masking meatts imit masks the laser beam in a main scanning direction and a sub scanning 
directions of the laser beam. 

30. (Currently Amended) An ^paratus according to Claim 28, wherein said 
masking mcam unit controls masking in a main scanning direction on the basis of a 
detection signal of said detection means unit . 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) An image masking control method comprising: 
an i np ut step o f inputti n g an image fi ' om any of plural input means for 

inpu t ting image data; 

a masking step of masking [[the]] m image input from any of plural input 
units to be I ' ccoided so as to provide a sheet-edge margin : 

a masking control step of controlling a masking area in said masking step, 
on the basis of by which of the plural input m e ans units the image data [[was]] is input; and 

a recording step of recording the image on the basis o F [[an]] the image 
signal input from any of the plural input means unit s in s aid input -step. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 3 1 , wherein the 
plural input means units include at least a reading means f o r reading unit adapted to read an 
original image, and a reception means f o r receiving luiit adapted to receive the image data 
from a host computer. 

-5- 

PAGE 8115' RCVD AT 1(3/2005 9:11:11 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f1 ' DNiS:8729306 ' CSID:714 540 9823 ' DURATION (min-ss):04-50 



01/03/2005 1«:15 FAl 714 540 9823 FCH&S COSTA JIESA 0009 

33. (Cuirently Amended) A method according to Claim 32, wherein, in said 
masking step, when the image is recorded based on the image signal from the reception 
means unit y an image area is expanded up to the vicinity of a sheet edge by reducing the 
masking area in said masking step. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 33, wherein it is 
permitted to reduce the masking area when the image is recorded based on the image signal 
input from the reception means unit, and it is inhibited to reduce the masking area when the 
image is recorded based on the image data read by the reading means unit , 

35. (Currently Amended) An image masking control method comprising: 
a reading step of reading an original image; 

a reception step of receiving an image signal from a host computer; 

a masking step of masking the image t o be rcc o i ' dc d so as to provide a 
sheet-edge margin : 

a c o nt r ol s t ep o f c o nti ' olliiig control unit adapted to control a masking area 
amount in said masking step, on the basis of by whi&h of plmal input means th e -imagc 
sixmal was iuuut whether the image is read in said reading step or recfctved in said reception 
step: and 

a recording step of recording an image on the basis of Ihe image signal input 
in said reading step or said reception step. 
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36. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 35, fiirther 

comprising 

A miiakiua c o nUol st uu uf paToi Juiua a masking control step adapted to 
control , in order to expand an image area up to the vicinity of a sheet edge, masking control 
to reduce the masking area amount on the basis of reception of a command to reduce the 
masking area amount, 

wherein it is permitted in said masking control step to reduce the masking 
area only when the image is recorded based on image data input in said reception step. 

37. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 35, wherein said 
masking step conapri&es 

a maskin g sianal g e ne r at io n stcu of t ^ u iciatiiia a masking signal generation 
unit adapted to generate a masking signal, and 

a logical calculation step of performing logical calculation to the image 
signal and Ihe masking signal generated in said masking signal generation step. 

38. (Original) A method according to Claim 35, wherein said recording step 

comprises 

a step of scanning a laser beam generated by a semiconductor laser, and 
a detection step of detecting the laser beam scaimed in said scanning step. 
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39. (Original) A method according to Claim 38, wherein said maskiiig step 
masks the laser beam in a main scanning direction and a sub scanning directions of the 
laser beam. 

40. (Original) A method according to Claim 38, wherein said masking step 
controls masking in a main scanning direction on the basis of a detection signal in said 
detection step. 

41 . (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
s eanniiifi means f o r seamiiu^ a scannm p ; unit adapted to scan laser beams 

emitted from plural lasers; 

input means f o r inputtiutf an input unit adapted to input image data 
corresponding to the plural las er s laser beams : and 

generation means for aciicialiifg a generation unit adflp tp 4 to generate plural 
[[a]] masking signal signals, each to control light emission of eadr a corresponding one of 
the plural lasers, 

wherein the plural masking signals are generated by said generation m eans 
unit at mutually independent timing timings 

42. (Currently Amended) An apparams according to Claim 41, further 
comprising dctcetion means for d ( M < u.tiiig a detection unit adapted to detect a laser beam 
scanned, so as to generate a sync signal. 
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43. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 42, wherein said 
generation means unit generates each of the plural masking signals on the basis of each of 
the plural laser beams detected by said detection means unit . 

44. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[43]] 42, 
whereui said generation means unit generates each of the plural maskmg signals on the 
basis of the single laser beam detected by said detection means unit , 

45. (Currently Amended) An image masking control method comprising: 
a scanning step of scanning plural lasers; 

an input step of inputting image data corresponding to the plural lasers; and 
a generation step of generating [[a]] plural masking signal signals, each to 

conlToJ light emission of cacJi a corresponding one of the plural lasers, 

wherein the plural masking signals are generated in said generation step at 

mutually independent timing. 

46. (Original) A method according to Claim 45, further comprising a 
detection step of detecting a laser beam scanned, so as to generate a sync signal. 

47. (Original) A method according to Claim 46, wherein said generation 
step generates each of the plural masking signals on the basis of each of the plxiral laser 
beams detected in said detection step. 
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48. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim [[47J] 46, wherdn 
said generation step generates each of the plural masking signals on Ihe basis of the single 
laser beam detected in said detection step. 
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